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were foiled by the brilliant strategy of the French General
Weygand, who rushed to the spot and forced them to stop
at the very gates of the city, and then to retreat.

I am inclined to think that that campaign was not only a
fight between the Poles and the Russians, but also a sort
of personal duel between the French General Weygand and
the German General Hoffmann. For in the early days of
July 1920, when the Soviet army was pushing forward,
forcing the Poles to retreat all along the line, and was on the
point of invading Poland itself, General Hoffmann, so Frau
von K. told me, confided to her that he himself had worked out
the Russian plan of attack.

* Yes,' said Major Fuad Bey, then in charge of the so-called
Baghdad railway-station in Aleppo, handing me a cup of
coffee,   'he   acted   contrary  to  the  express instructions  of
Marshal Liman von Sanders.'
The hot sun of Syria, blazing outside the open window
on that May day of 1917, flooded the dazzling white panorama
of that picturesque Syrian town.
'Marshal Liman had ordered him to keep the three regi-
ments and the only battery of field-guns which was at his
disposal in reserve near the village of Maidos on Gallipoli,
and on no account to allow them to go into action without
the Marshal's command.
* Early in the morning of April 25th, 1915, the Australians
landed at Chonuk Bair. It was the main attack of the Allied
Armies on Gallipoli. The hills of Chonuk Bair commanded
the entrance to Constantinople. The conquest of Constanti-
nople, however, was tantamount to cutting Turkey off from
the Central Powers, and bringing about her separate peace
with the Allies, the decision of Bulgaria not to enter the War,
the supply of Russia with munitions, and the early victory of
the Allies. Chonuk Bair, in other words, was the pivot on
which world peace and world war were precariously balanced.